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The Bourne Public Schools is committed to connecting individuals to 
their growth potential; engaging the community in ways to facilitate 
student achievement; guaranteeing a relevant, viable curriculum for 

students; and assuring universal accountability that supports the 

maximum academic potential and civic success of all students. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Bourne Public Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, gender identity, 

religion, national origin, sexual orientation, disability, or homelessness. 
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BPS Vision 

We are a committed community where one hundred percent of Bourne 
Public School students graduate with the knowledge, habits and skills to 
compete and collaborate effectively as society evolves. The Town of 
Bourne is enthusiastically committed to empower students and staff to 
achieve personal goals and demonstrate life-long learning. 

 

BHS Mission Statement 

.ƻǳǊƴŜ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎŀƭƭȅ 
rigorous learning community that fosters both personal and social growth 
for all. We provide a diverse academic program that prepares students 
for post ς secondary education, the 21st Century global workforce, and 
responsible citizenship. 

 

BHS Core Values and Beliefs 

¶ Academic rigor and challenge for all students 

¶ Foundation of literacy for all learners 

¶ Cooperation and team work 

¶ wŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ 

¶ Recognition and respect of individual differences and points of 
view 

¶ School culture that fosters a positive and safe environment for all 
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21st Century Learning Expectations 
 

Bourne High {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ŦƛǾŜ нмst Century 
Learning Expectations that we want all students to master by the time 
ǘƘŜȅ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ Lƴ ŀƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 
progress in meeting these expectations, Bourne High School has 
revised its school-wide rubrics to reflect the 21st Century Learning 
9ȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ aission Statement. These rubrics 
guide our students to practice and master the 21st Century Skills 
outlined in our Mission Statement throughout high school, and provide 
ŀ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƳŀǎǘŜǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ 
skills: 
 

1. Read, write and communicate effectively and clearly 
2. Think critically and problem solve independently and 

collaboratively 
3. Set personal, wellness, academic and occupational goals 
4. Engage in creative, expressive, and innovative learning 
5. Demonstrate personal responsibility and cultural awareness 

 
Bourne High School will report out on student progress in meeting these 
21st Century skills at the close of each semester. Each department will 
report out on two of the five expectations in the form of a comment on 
the report card issued with semester grades. Comments will identify if 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ άƳŜŜǘƛƴƎέΣ άǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘέΣ ƻǊ άƴƻǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎέ ǘƘŜ 
identified expectation.  Additionally, school-wide progress toward 
meeting the 21st Century Learning Expectations will be compiled so that 
we may report out to the community at large. 

 

Please view our school-wide rubrics aligned to these 21st Century 
Learning Expectations on our school website:  www.bourneps.org 

www.bourneps.org
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Instructional Levels 

All courses are designed to provide students maximum opportunity for achievement 
commensurate with their ability, performance, and goals. Students are encouraged to select a 
course of study that is consistent with a realistic self-assessment of current academic 
performance, future aspirations, and motivation to work for success. 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) Level Courses: 
 
It is the belief of the Bourne School Committee that any student deemed capable of doing 
college-level work while in high school should be encouraged to read the Advanced Placement 
(AP) course descriptions and requirements before selecting it as a course of study. 
 
To prospective Advanced Placement students: 

 

Your enrollment in an Advanced Placement course represents a commitment to an intensive 
course of study at the level of a college freshman course. It is also a commitment to take the 
Advanced Placement examination in May, so that your achievement in the course can be 
measured against thousands of other students across the country who have taken the same 
course. The School Committee requires that any student enrolled in an AP course must take the 
AP examination. It is expected that the student or his or her family will bear the cost of the 
examination, as they do for other College Entrance Examination Board (CEEB) examinations; 
however, financial aid is available for any student where this condition might create a hardship. 

 
Benefits for completing an AP course and the examination: 

 
Á Students have the opportunity to experience college-level work without the cost of 

college-level tuition. 
Á College admissions staff favor students who take the most rigorous courses available to 

them 
Á DǊŀŘŜǎ ƛƴ !t ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƛƎƘǘŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 

grade point average. 
Á Most colleges offer college credit to qualifying AP exam scores (3 or better) 

 

Students who are accepted into but do not complete an AP course, including the examination, 
are not eligible for the benefits mentioned above. Any student who does not complete an AP 
ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ά!tέ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ from his or her transcript, and his/her grade 
point average will be recomputed. Colleges and universities routinely ask the Guidance 
Department to notify them of any change of status when final grades are sent in June and the 
change from AP to Honors Level would be noted. 
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HONORS Level Courses: 
 
These courses feature assignments and activities that are designed for students who have 
consistently demonstrated the ability and intrinsic motivation to rise to the challenge of a 
rigorous academic program. Honors courses emphasize the development of critical reading and 
analytical writing skills. Given the fact that work in these courses is designed to prepare 
students for advanced college level assignments, students who enroll in these courses should 
be prepared to spend a minimum of ten (10) hours per week working on independent 
assignments. 

 
Prerequisites: 

 
1. For students entering grade 9 the prerequisite is the recommendation of the 

appropriate eighth grade teacher and/or counselor. It is expected that 
students will minimally have a cumulative grade of 85 or better in the 
corresponding subject the previous year. Additionally, standardized test 
results may also be referenced to determine eligibility. 

 
2. For students entering grades 10-12 who were previously enrolled in and 

honors section in a specific department, the prerequisite is an average of 80 
or better OR the recommendation of the teacher. 

 
3. For students entering grades 10-12 who were previously enrolled in a college 

section and wish to move to an honors section in a specific department, the 
prerequisite is an average of 85 or better OR the recommendation of the 
teacher. 

 
College Preparatory (CP) Level Courses: 

 

College Prep courses focus on developing solid mastery of essential content, skills, and 
understandings, at a demanding, but lesser pace and depth than at the Honors level. These 
courses feature assignments and activities that are designed to develop skills that are both 
subject-specific and that extend across disciplines. Students can expect to read and study 
materials independently both for purposes of discussion and as a basis of written and oral 
assignments. 
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Specialized Academic Programs 
School to Careers Program: 

 

Bourne High School students are eligible earn credit for work/internship experiences through our 
School to Careers Program.  An internship is a structured and supervised hands-on learning 
experience providing local students with practical career field experience.  Internships serve as a 
valuable tool in helping students navigate their career paths and develop a professional network.   
 

Early College Experience Program: 

 
Cape Cod Community College is pleased to partner with the Bourne Public School District to offer an 

Early College Experience Program (ECEP) to motivated students who would like to get a jump start on 
college. The goal of ECEP is to provide high school juniors the opportunity to earn their high school 
diploma and an Associate degree while completing their junior and senior year at CCCC. Admission into 
this program is a competitive process. Students will take all courses at CCCC. The primary goals of this 
initiative are: 

 

Å To address the needs of motivated students who would like to enroll in college 
courses prior to high school graduation. 
Å To graduate students with a high school diploma and an Associate degree. 
Å To allow students the opportunity to fulfill their educational dreams. 

 
Students will fulfill all state and educational requirements to meet high school diploma and Associate 
degree requirements, which also includes passing the MCAS. All ECEP students will be considered Cape 
Cod Community College students and will have access to CCCC services including counseling, advising, 
career services, fitness center, and leadership activities offered by Student Life. 

 

Dual Enrollment Program (grades 11-12): 

 

This program offers high school students the opportunity to take college courses and receive 

credit towards their high school graduation as well as college credit to apply towards their 

college graduation from a Massachusetts state college or university. Junior or senior students 

are eligible to participate if they satisfy the entrance criteria: a GPA of 3.0 or better; receive a 

recommendation from a teacher, guidance counselor, and/or principal; and successfully 

complete the application process. Students may obtain a Dual Enrollment Application from the 

Guidance office. Dual enrollment courses offered on the BHS campus are free to qualifying 

students.  Courses taken on college campuses are at the expense of the student.  

ALL DUAL ENROLLMENT APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BEFORE THE START OF THE 

ANTICIPATED YEAR OF ENROLLMENT AND ARE SUBJECT TO FINAL APPROVAL BY THE 

PRINCIPAL. 
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Graduation Requirements 

The minimum number of credits required for graduation is 24. Students are strongly 
encouraged to work closely with their guidance counselor to ensure that their choices are in 
line with their educational objectives and graduation requirements. 

 
All students are required to successfully complete the following minimum requirements: 

 

Á Four credits in English 
Á Three credits of Social Studies, including U.S. History II 
Á Three credits of Mathematics 
Á Three credits of Science 
Á The successful completion of 2 units of PE 

 
For information on Massachusetts State University System and UMASS Minimum Admissions 
Requirements, please visit the following site:  
http://www.mass.edu/shared/documents/admissions/admissionsstandards.pdf 
 
For information on NCAA College Bound Student Athletes, please visit the following site: 
http://web1.ncaa.org/ECWR2/NCAA_EMS/NCAA.jsp 

 
 
 

It is highly recommended that students planning to attend a four-year college, take the 
following number of high school courses in each subject at the academic, honors and/or AP 
levels: 

 
Á 4 Credits of English  
Á 4 Credits of Math 
Á 4 Credits of Science 
Á 4 Credits of Social Studies 
Á 4 Credits of World Language 

 
Students are encouraged to work with their guidance counselors to select the most 
appropriate and challenging academic level suited for them. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.mass.edu/shared/documents/admissions/admissionsstandards.pdf
http://web1.ncaa.org/ECWR2/NCAA_EMS/NCAA.jsp
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Scheduling Information 

1. Each year every student is required to take a minimum six subjects per semester. Of 
these six required subjects a minimum of three must be academic courses. An academic 
course is defined as any subject taken in the following departments: ENGLISH, 
MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE, SOCIAL STUDIES, and WORLD LANGUAGES. 

 
2. Fees may be charged for independent study programs and courses in the fine arts. Fees 

will depend on the projects chosen. Fees will not be refundable if the course is not 
completed. 

 
3. Students are required to take English, mathematics, and physical education all four 

years. Students may not take two required English courses in one year. Exceptions may 
be granted for extenuating circumstances, and require prior administrative approval.  In 
order for a student to be promoted to the next grade, they must successfully complete 
the appropriate level English class. 
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Career and College Pathways 

¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ άtŀǘƘǿŀȅέ documents were designed to provide students 
with a άǊƻŀŘƳŀǇέ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
desired field of interest. It is recommended that students reference 
these documents as a resource when selecting their program of studies. 
Pathways have been developed to support interests in the following 
areas: 

 
¶ Arts & Media Technology 
¶  
¶ Health Sciences 

 
¶ Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics 

 
¶ Education, Human Services & Government 
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Pathway:  Arts and Media Technology 

 

5ƻ ȅƻǳΧ !ǊŜ ȅƻǳΧ 
Á like to be creative and original? Á imaginative and innovative? 
Á like to work with audio, visual, graphic, or 

media arts? 
Á able to envision a final product and plan the 

steps to produce it? 
Á Like to do hands on work? Á able to pull creative ideas together to produce 

a product? 
 

The Arts and Media Technology Pathway (shown below) can be found on the Bourne High 
School website at the following link:   
http://www.bourneps.org/files/1347075/pathway%20-%20arts%20&%20media%20technology.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
After School  
School and community activities provide a chance to gain additional experience and exploration. These 
activities allow you to experience their relevance of what you are learning in school, as well as expand your 
network of resources. Activities which help you learn and demonstrate your dependability, motivation, 
leadership, communication skills, problem solving skills and ability to work collaboratively will be invaluable 
when seeking job opportunities and/or applying to college.  

 
Extra-Curricular Activities in this Pathway  
Jazz/Rock Ensemble  Radio BHS  Drama Club  Film/Video Club 

http://www.bourneps.org/files/1347075/pathway%20-%20arts%20&%20media%20technology.pdf
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Pathway:  Health and Sciences 
5ƻ ȅƻǳΧ !ǊŜ ȅƻǳΧ 

Á like direct contact with people or animals? Á willing to work in an ever-changing environment? 

Á enjoy science, math and technology? Á able to communicate effectively? 
Á enjoy taking on responsibility? Á willing to evaluate information using personal judgement? 

Á require attention to detail? Á able to work independently and in teams? 
Á Have patience and concern for others? Á willing to be a life-long learner and keep abreast of  

new information? 
 Á a good listener? 

 Á able to inspire trust and respect in others? 
 

The Health and Sciences Pathway (shown below) can be found on the Bourne High School 
website at the following link: 
http://www.bourneps.org/files/1347075/pathway%20-%20health%20sciences.pdf 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
After School  
School and community activities provide a chance to gain additional experience and exploration. These 
activities allow you to experience their relevance of what you are learning in school, as well as expand your 
network of resources. Activities which help you learn and demonstrate your dependability, motivation, 
leadership, communication skills, problem solving skills and ability to work collaboratively will be invaluable 
when seeking job opportunities and/or applying to college.  

 
Extra-Curricular Activities in this Pathway  
Student Council  SADD/Peer Leadership  Key Club Diversity Club 

http://www.bourneps.org/files/1347075/pathway%20-%20health%20sciences.pdf
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Pathway:  Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 

5ƻ ȅƻǳΧ !ǊŜ ȅƻǳΧ 
Á ŜƴƧƻȅ άƘŀƴŘǎ ƻƴέ ǘȅǇŜ ǿƻǊƪΚ Á good at analyzing data? 

Á enjoy working with plants and animals? Á detailed oriented? 
Á enjoy work that requires creativity? Á able to meet deadlines and work accurately? 

Á enjoy solving problems? Á able to think critically? 
Á ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ άƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄέΚ Á   willing to work with others and independently? 
 Á open to new ideas and influences? 

 Á good working with technology in a variety of way? 
 

The STEM Pathway (shown below) can be found on the Bourne High School website at the 
following link: 
http://www.bourneps.org/files/1347075/pathway%20-%20science,%20technology,%20engineering%20&%20math.pdf 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
After School  
School and community activities provide a chance to gain additional experience and exploration. These 
activities allow you to experience their relevance of what you are learning in school, as well as expand your 
network of resources. Activities which help you learn and demonstrate your dependability, motivation, 
leadership, communication skills, problem solving skills and ability to work collaboratively will be invaluable 
when seeking job opportunities and/or applying to college.  

 
Extra-Curricular Activities in this Pathway  
Robotics Club  FIRST Tech Robotics Challenge  Math Team 
 

http://www.bourneps.org/files/1347075/pathway%20-%20science,%20technology,%20engineering%20&%20math.pdf
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Pathway:  Education, Human Services and Government 

5ƻ ȅƻǳΧ !ǊŜ ȅƻǳΧ 
Á like to work with people to solve problems? Á friendly, open, understanding, and cooperative? 
Á feel it is important to do something that makes 

things better for other people? 
Á able to work well with others and independently? 
Á a good communicator and a good listener? 

Á like to help friends and family with problems? Á patient, hardworking, and adaptable to change? 
Á enjoy reading, storytelling, traveling or tutoring 

young children? 

 

 

The Education, Human Services, and Government Pathway (shown below) can be found on 
the Bourne High School website at the following link: 
http://www.bourneps.org/files/1347075/pathway%20-%20education,%20human%20services%20&%20government.pdf 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After School  
School and community activities provide a chance to gain additional experience and exploration. These 
activities allow you to experience their relevance of what you are learning in school, as well as expand your 
network of resources. Activities which help you learn and demonstrate your dependability, motivation, 
leadership, communication skills, problem solving skills and ability to work collaboratively will be invaluable 
when seeking job opportunities and/or applying to college.  

 
Extra-Curricular Activities in this Pathway  

Model UN   Key Club   Diversity Club 
      History Club                  Student Council  SADD/Peer Leadership 

 

http://www.bourneps.org/files/1347075/pathway%20-%20education,%20human%20services%20&%20government.pdf
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The English Department 
The Bourne High School English department actively seeks to provide students with the knowledge 
and skills to be College and Career ready by senior year. It is the goal of the English department to 
ensure all students meet the requirements of the common core standards and as such be able to 
read and comprehend complex text independently and proficiently. Throughout their High School 
ELA experience students will learn to independently read texts closely in order to form their own 
conclusions utilizing textual evidence to support their findings. Students will practice and perfect 
three main forms of writing: argument, explanation, and narrative and learn how to conduct 
research reports. Through the study of literature students will be exposed to varying writing styles, 
thought processes and methods of organizations. In addition, the study of literature enriches 
students' understanding of the various cultures of the world and allows them to examine their own 
thoughts and experiences measured against the permanent and universal ideas expressed in the 
world's literature. 

 

Please Note: In lieu of English IV senior year, students may opt to take two semester course offerings 
in the English (listed below). These courses may also be taken in addition to English IV as an elective 
course. 

 

English Department ς Course Sequencing 
 

There are several pathways students may follow in the English department at Bourne High School. 
Sequencing of English courses is determined by student motivation, academic performance, and 
teacher recommendation. Students are required to successfully complete 4 years of English.  
 

 

Grade 12

Grade 11

Grade 10

Grade 9 

Grade 8 Grade 8 ELA

CP

English I

CP
English II

CP

English III

CP

English IV or 
ENG Electives

CP/H
English I

CP/H

English II

CP/H
English III

AP Literature 
or

AP Language

H
English I

H

English II

H
English III

AP Literature 
or 

AP Language
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Course Descriptions 
 

English I  
Level(s): Honors (HS0100)/CP (HS0120)                                                      Grade: 9                    
Credit(s): 1.0               Prerequisite: None 
                                        

Description: This course is designed for freshmen to achieve a high degree of success in a rigorous 
academic program. A standard vocabulary program is followed, and the conventions of correct 
grammatical usage are emphasized.  Literary selections survey specific genres, and include the 
short story, novel, non-fiction, tragic drama and poetry.  Writing assignments include a variety of 
expository, descriptive, creative and narrative compositions, some based on literature studied and 
some based on personal experience. Students will write a research paper. Students in honors 
courses will also be responsible for completion of summer reading. 

 

 
English II  

Level(s): Honors (HS0200)/CP (HS0220)                           Grade: 10 
Credit(s): 1.0         Prerequisite: English I 
                                       

Description: This course is designed for sophomores to achieve a high degree of success in a 
rigorous academic program. A standard vocabulary program is followed, and the conventions of 
correct grammatical usage are emphasized. Literary selections survey specific genres, and include 
the short story, novel, non-fiction, tragic drama, legends and myths, and poetry. Writing 
assignments include a variety of expository, literary analysis, creative, persuasive and narrative 
compositions, some based on literature studied and some based on personal experience. Students 
in honors courses will also do summer reading. 
 

 
English III  

Level(s): Honors (HS0300)/CP (HS0320)                           Grade: 11 
Credit(s): 1.0         Prerequisite: English II 
                                      

Description: This course is designed for juniors to achieve a high degree of success in a rigorous 
academic program. A standard vocabulary program is followed, and the conventions of correct 
grammatical usage are emphasized. Literary selections cover the Puritan era through the present, 
and include the short story, novel, non-fiction, tragic drama, and poetry. Writing assignments 
include a variety of expository, literary analysis, analytical, creative, persuasive and narrative 
compositions, some based on literature studied and some based on personal experience. Students 
will write a research paper. Students in honors courses will also do summer reading. 
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English IV  

Level(s): Honors (HS0400)/CP (HS0420)                           Grade: 12 
Credit(s): 1.0                    Prerequisite: English III 

                                       

Description: This course is designed for seniors to achieve a high degree of success in a rigorous 
academic program. A standard vocabulary program is followed, and the conventions of correct 
grammatical usage are emphasized. Literary selections cover British and classical literature, and 
include the novel, non-fiction, tragic drama, and poetry. Writing assignments include a variety of 
expository, literary analysis, creative, persuasive, and narrative compositions. Students will write 
a research paper, as well as a college application essay and/or occupational resume and cover 
letter.  Students in honors courses will also do summer reading. 

 
 

 
Advanced Placement (AP) Literature & Composition 

Level(s): Advanced Placement  (HS500)                              Grade: 11-12 
Credit(s): 1.0                   Prerequisite: See Below 
                                      

Description: AP Literature is a concentrated study of literature from an analytical perspective. 
Students are required to read widely from British and world literature and to discuss and to write 
about that reading in a manner appropriate for the college setting. All students who select AP 
English are required to take the AP exams at their own expense. Students will also be responsible 
for summer reading. Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation, writing portfolio (upon request), GPA 
80+ in English III Honors, AP English Language and Composition. 
 

 
 
Advanced Placement (AP) Language & Composition  

Level(s): Advanced Placement  (HS350)                              Grade: 11-12 
Credit(s): 1.0                   Prerequisite: See Below 
                                      

Description: AP English Language and Composition is a comprehensive study of prose written in a 
variety of rhetorical contexts. The course engages students in the practice of critically reading 
prose to discŜǊƴ ŀ ǿǊƛǘŜǊΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΣ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
to be skilled writers who write for a variety of purposes, using a variety of rhetorical strategies.  It 
is designed for students who aspire to be challenged with college level work.  Students will be 
responsible for summer reading. All students who select AP English are required to take the AP 
exams at their own expense. Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation, writing portfolio (upon 
request). 
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English Electives 
 

Yearbook 
Level(s): CP (HS0411)                              Grade: 9-12  
Credit(s): 1.0                           Prerequisite: None 

                                      

Description: This course is designed for students interested in learning the fundamentals of 

ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΣ ŘŜǎƛƎƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ǎŀƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ȅŜŀǊōƻƻƪΣ /ŀƴŀƭ /ǳǊǊŜƴǘǎΦ  {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ 

learn elements of design, such as planning a page ladder, typography, photo cropping and 

placement, planning a theme, page layout, and photo editing. This course will also cover elements 

of marketing and promotion as they apply to yearbook sales. Students also will study the art of 

storytelling as it applies to yearbook design. Students will complete story starters as practice for 

designing yearbook pages, and use their stories as models for the pages of the book. Students will 

also learn how to write captions effectively and learn elements of photo- journalism. Students will 

be expected to cover/photograph events outside of the classroom as a requirement for this 

course. 

Print Journalism 
Level(s): CP (HS0412)                              Grade: 9-12  
Credit(s): 1.0                           Prerequisite: None 

                                      

Description: This course is designed for students who have an interest in print journalism. Its focus 

is the production of the Bourne High School Dispatch, which is an online publication attached to 

the BHS website and is published twice monthly throughout the school year. The course 

references journalism textbook and major metropolitan daily newspapers in the preparation of 

the newspaper, and emphasizes the fundamentals of newspaper writing and production and the 

obligations and responsibilities of a journalist. The course covers writing feature stories, writing 

editorials, the elements of news, the ethics of journalism, and interviewing skills. 

 

Cultural Influences on American Literature 
Level(s): CP (HS0474)                                  Grade: 12  
Credit(s): .5                           Prerequisite: None 

                                      

Description: This course will involve a study of the influence of a variety of races, cultures, and 

ethnicities on American literature throughout the Twentieth Century and into modern day. 

Students will read a variety of genres including novels, short stories, poetry, speeches and other 

non-fiction pieces and engage in thoughtful discussion and written expression and analysis of such 

readings. Students will also study ethnic-American literature brought to life in film. Topics of 

discussion will include theories of race and ethnicity, the influence of the minority experience on 

literature, and the history and cultural context of racial and ethnic communities. Students will 

conduct research on a specific cultural identity and complete a variety of analytical essays on their 

readings. 
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Dystopian Literature 

Level(s): CP (HS0477)                                  Grade: 12  
Credit(s): .5                           Prerequisite: None 

                                      

Description: This course will engage students in a study of dystopian literature throughout history 

and ask students to make connections between dystopian societies in literature and modern-day 

societies of the world. Students will study and discuss what constitutes a dystopic society, how 

advancements in technology influence literature, how propaganda is used in a society, and how 

literature can serve as a warning for future generations of people. Students will engage in 

discussion of literature, film, and current events as they relate to dystopic communities and 

students will conduct a research project in which they study the connections between dystopic 

literature and modern societies. 

 

Exploring the Graphic Novel 
Level(s): CP (HS0475)                                  Grade: 12  
Credit(s): .5                           Prerequisite: None 

                                      

Description: What do you get when you take a powerful, complex character and storyline and 

combine them with eye-catching visuals full of depth and subtle nuances? You get the graphic 

novel. This course combines a study of language arts and graphic design in a dynamic half-year 

elective where students can explore the graphic novel genre. Through this genre study, students 

will study graphic novels as a complex form of literature in which characters develop within themes 

involving gender, race, justice, heroism and culture. Students will be introduced to basic graphic 

design techniques, and will develop their own storylines and characters in original graphic 

novellas/stories utilizing a variety of web-based and school-provided software programs.  Learning 

activities will include but are not limited to classroom discussion, cooperative group work, student 

presentations, internet and library research, sustained silent reading, peer revision/editing, 

collaborative projects, graphic design, creative writing, literary analysis and reader-response 

journal writing. Students will be expected to read, write, view and critique creative works in order 

to prove an understanding of the genre as well as of human nature as presented in literature. 

 

Evolution of the Tragic Hero through Literature and Film 
Level(s): CP (HS0473)                                  Grade: 12  
Credit(s): .5                           Prerequisite: None 

                                      

Description: ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ !ǊƛǎǘƻǘƭŜΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƎƛŎ 
hero and will constitute a multimedia approach to the study of tragedy.  Students will study the 
origins of Greek drama and the innovations of the Greek playwrights. Students will engage in 
ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƎƛŎ ƘŜǊƻΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƭƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ŘŀȅΦ /ƭŀǎǎ 
discussions and writing assignments will include studies of the role of the literary tragic hero as it 
applies to themes of choices and consequences, fate vs. free will, understanding of oneself, and 
corruption due to blind ambition. Students will conduct a research assignment on one such theme. 
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Real World Communications 

Level(s): CP (HS0471)                                  Grade: 12  
Credit(s): .5                           Prerequisite: None 

                                      

Description: How do you create an effective advertisement? What is PR and how can it make or 

break an organization? What makes an event special? Learn how to communicate effectively both 

visually and through language while you create TV commercials, publicity campaigns, and special 

event concepts for the Bourne Public Schools. 

 

Shakespeare Then and Now- A Complete Study of Shakespeare 
Level(s): CP (HS0472)                                  Grade: 12  
Credit(s): .5                           Prerequisite: None 

                                      

Description: This course will explore an in-ŘŜǇǘƘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ {ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƴƴŜǘǎΦ 

{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƳƳŜǊǎŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘŀƴ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΣ {ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎ 

Life and Times and his works. Students will be engaged in meaningful discussions regarding 

{ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎ ǘǊŀƎŜŘƛŜǎΣ ŎƻƳŜŘƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΤ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ Ǉƭŀȅ ōȅ 

completing a comprehensive analysis and presentation of thematic concepts in the play to the 

class. Students will conduct research on an area of interest as it pertains to Shakespeare and his 

works. This course will focus on critical thinking and emphasize close reading of the texts through 

intense discussions of rhetoric, historical context, and themes. Students will also study the impact 

ƻŦ {ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƛƴŜƳŀ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ 
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The Social Studies Department 
Social Studies teachers employ a variety of student-centered learning activities and authentic 
assessment in order to meet the needs of diverse learners. The History and Social Sciences 
curriculum alignment to the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks is ongoing. Students examine 
core knowledge and learning standards in relationship to the four themes of social sciences: history, 
geography, civics and government and economy. 

 
The Social Studies Department expects all students to do daily homework assignments, participate 
in class work, and maintain a notebook. The Advanced Placement (AP) and Honors divisions in 
Social Studies are distinguishable from other classes by the quantitative and qualitative 
requirements of the course. Students are expected to read additional supplementary works and 
are provided with the opportunity to do independent studies. AP and Honors students are 
expected to demonstrate superior writing and critical thinking, as well as, take a more active role 
in class work. Additionally, Advanced Placement students are required to take the College Board 
AP subject exam in May. 
 
Social Studies- Course Sequencing 
 

There are several pathways students may follow in the history department at Bourne High School.  
Sequencing of courses is determined by student motivation, academic performance, and teacher 
recommendation. Students are required to successfully complete a minimum of 3 social studies 
courses, one of which must be US History II (or AP US History).  

 

 

Grade 12

Grade 11

Grade 10

Grade 9

Grade 8 World History 
I

CP/H
World History 

II

CP/H 
US History I

CP 
US History

CP
History 

Electives

H
US History I

H,AP
Electives

H
World History 

II

PreAP
US History

AP
US History 

AP,H,CP
History 

Elextives
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Course Descriptions 

World History II 
Level(s): CP (HS1220)/H (HS1200)                                                     Grade: 9  
Credit(s): 1.0                           Prerequisite: None 

                                      

Description: Students study the rise of the nation state in Europe, the French Revolution, and the 

economic and political roots of the modern world. They study the origins and consequences of the 

Industrial Revolution, 19th century political reform in Western Europe, and imperialism in Africa, 

Asia, and South America. They will explain the causes and consequences of the great military and 

economic events of the past century, including World War I, the Great Depression, World War II, 

the Cold War, and the Russian and Chinese revolutions. Finally, students will study the rise of 

nationalism and the continuing persistence of political, ethnic, and religious conflict in many parts 

of the world. 

United States (US) History I 
Level(s): CP (HS1520)/H (HS1510)                                                   Grade: 10  
Credit(s): 1.0                           Prerequisite: WHII 
                                     

Description: Students examine the historical and intellectual origins of the United States during 

the Revolutionary and Constitutional eras. They learn about the important political and economic 

factors that contributed to the outbreak of the Revolution as well as the consequences of the 

Revolution, including the writing and key ideas of the U.S. Constitution. Students also study the 

basic framework of American democracy and the basic concepts of America government such as 

popular sovereignty, federalism, separation of powers, and individual rights. Students study 

!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǿŜǎǘǿŀǊŘ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 

change. Finally, students will learn about the growth of sectional conflict, how sectional conflict 

led to the Civil War, and the consequences of the Civil War, including Reconstruction. 

 

United States (US) History II 
Level(s): CP (HS1550)/H (HS1540)                                                   Grade: 11  
Credit(s): 1.0                               Prerequisite: USI 
                                     

Description: Students will analyze the causes and consequences of the Industrial Revolution and 

!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀǘƛŎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǘƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ 

of the Progressive movement and the New Deal. Students will also learn about the various factors 

ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŜƴǘǊȅ ƛƴǘƻ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LLΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LLΣ ƻƴ 

American life. Finally, students will study the causes and course of the Cold War, important 

economic and political changes during the Cold War, including the Civil Rights movement, and 

recent events and trends that have shaped modern-day America. 
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Pre-AP United States (US) History 
Level(s): AP (HS1490)                                                                            Grade: 10  
Credit(s): 1.0                           Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation 

                                     

Description: The Advanced Placement Program in United States History is designed to provide 

students with the analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the 

problems and materials in United States history from early colonization up to the Civil War and 

Reconstruction. In addition to preparing the students for the AP exam, the program prepares 

students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands upon them 

equivalent to those made by full-year introductory college courses. Students learn to assess 

historical materials- their relevance to a given interpretive problem, their reliability, and their 

importance- and to weigh the evidence and interpretation present in historical scholarship. Finally, 

this course will develop the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions on the basis of an informed 

judgment and to present reason and evidence clearly and persuasively in essay format. 

Advanced Placement (AP) United States (US) History 
Level(s): AP (HS1500)                                                                            Grade: 11  
Credit(s): 1.0                                          Prerequisite: Pre-AP US History 

                                    

Description: The Advanced Placement Program in United States History is designed to provide 

students with the analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the 

problems and materials in United States history. In addition to preparing the students for the AP 

exam in May, the program prepares students for intermediate and advanced college courses by 

making demands upon them equivalent to those made by full-year introductory college courses. 

Students learn to assess historical materials- their relevance to a given interpretive problem, their 

reliability, and their importance- and to weigh the evidence and interpretation present in historical 

scholarship. Finally, this course will develop the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions on the 

basis of an informed judgment and to present reason and evidence clearly and persuasively in 

essay format. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


































































